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NICANOR ABELARDO 
On June 1 ,  1 993, the Phi l ippine Posta l Corporation is sued a set of 
se-tena nt stamps to mark the birth centenary of five Great Fi lipinos. 
Bro. Nicanor Sta. Ana Abe l ardo is shown on the first stamp of the set . 

.... 010 ... 
BIRTH CENTENARY 

(1893-1993 ) 

Nicanor Abe l ardo, Father of the Phi l ippine s onata, orchestra 
or, profess o r  of music and composer, was born on February 7, 
San Migue l de Mayumo, Bu l acan . He died on March 21 , 1934 , at 
of 41 as a resu l t  of hea rt fai l ure "due to a l cho l tc causes". 

co nduct-
1 893, in 

the age 

He acquired his forma l musica l educatio n  at the Conservatory of Music 
of the University of the Phi l ippines in 1916 . His unusua l musical 
ta l ent was recog nized with an appointment in 1 919 as instructor of the 
Conservatory. In 1 930 he received a grant from the University of the 
Phi l ippines to pursue advanced musica l studies at the Chica g o  Musica l 
Co l l ege . 

His more than 200 musica l compositions are a testamo nia l to his 
musica l genius a nd express the tr ue sentiments of the Phi lippine 
people . In 1920 when the morta l remains of Bro . Marce l o  H .  de l Pi l ar, 
the Father of Phi l ippine Masonry, were brought to Mani l a  from Spain, 
he comp osed "Bunying M. H. de l Pi l ar". In 1 930 he composed "Himno 
Masonico" which won first prize in a contest sponsored by the G r a nd 
Lodge of the Philippines. He followed it with "March Triunfal" which 
he dedicated to Lodge Isla de Luzon No. 57 - his Mother Lodge. He was 
active in the Phi l ippine Bodies A.A.S.R. which conferred upon him the 
32nd degree. 

-article and cover provided by Bro. Vincente Antonio Cu; 
P.O. Box 1443; 1099 Manila, Philippines. He offers the 
covers for $2.00 each and stamps at $1.00 a set. 
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MEMRERSHIP INFORMATION 
lIE" }(EImERS: 
374. Leonard J. Martin, 72 0 0  64th Street, Snohomish, WA 98290 

ADDRESS CHANGES: 

92. 

330. 
338. 

Stanley R. Longenecker, 930 Wood St. , 
Joseph Ashkinazi, P.O. Box 4670, Haifa 
James P. Christianson, 1004 SE Belmont 

Mount 
31046 

Dr. , 

Joy, FA 17552 
Israel 

Apt. 11, Ankeny , IA 
'50021 

373. M. N. Collison, 68-2 098 Boucherie Rd., Westbank, B. C. , Canacia 
V4T 2A5 

411. Laverne Kohrt, P. O. Box 8 07, Ottawa, IL 61350 
475. Jean-Claude Vilespy, L'Escandihado #16, 13320 Bouc Bel Air,France 

CLOSED ALBU:MS: 

192. Robert Galloway of Dousman, WI 

XEImERS ACT I V I TIES: 

Several of our members have taken to literary efforts in a serious 
manner. Bro. Joseph Ashkinazi, Member No. 330, has written an article 
which has been pub li shed in Haboneh Hahofshi, The Israel Freemason. 
Titled " Freemasonry on Postage Stamps (First of a Series)", it 
appeared in Vol LVIII, No. 1-2/1993. 

Bro. Joseph Walkes, Jr., Member No. 105, has authored anothe r ;)OOK -

he has cmpleted a book on the Shrine History (Prince Hall A ffilial:ed) 
done in conjunction with the 100 th Ann iversary of that organiza tion. 
It graphically deta il s the founding and growth of Prince Hall Shrine
dom from its inception to the present. Bro. Walkes has previously 
writl:en histor ies of Jurisdictions, Lodges and Grand Lodge s and �:as 
created Masonic Quiz Books. This latest effort was se vera l years in 
the research and writing stage and is "must reading" for all Pri nce 
Hal l Shriners. It is available for $ 1 3.95 each <postpaid) from: Shrine 
History, c/o William Chapman, Jr. , BTA Building, 2211 Cass Ave. , 

Detroit, MI 48 201. 

Your Editor has started a ser i e s in the Northern Light (AASR.�J) which 
has been titled "The Stamp Act". Initial comments have been favorar)le 
and I promise I will not forget all the "little .guys" who provide me 
data - as requested by one of our members. 

Bro. Christopher L. Murphy, Member No. 226, of New We s tmin i st e r , BC, 
Canada, has become extreme ly act i ve in the 1 i terary aspects of �1asonic 
Phi lately. He has published a book on Masonic baseball players and has 
embarked on a "Masonic Spec ial i:3t" effort. Detai Is on these publ ica
tions appear elsewhere in this issue. 

*************************************************** 
Annual dues for MSU/ATA are $8. 0 0  - North America, $14.00 - all others 

PRESIDENT 
Stanley LongeneCker 
P. O. Box 7244 
Lancaster, PA 17604 

SECRETARY-TREASURER 
Otto L. Steding 
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KARL PHILIPP VON GONTARD 
The Berlin Government issued a stamp on Jan. 15, 1981, to honor the 
250th Anniversary of the birth of Bro. Karl Philipp von Gontard. 

( , 

FIRST DAY COVER" 
. _  . .  

Kark Philipp von Gontard was born on January 1 3, 1 731 , in Mannheim. 
His was an ancient French f amily which had fled shortly after the 
massacre of St. Bartholomew and returned to its original residential 
area in the Dauphine after the Edict of Nantes was revoked. Origin
ally, h is father Alexander was in the service of the Kurfurst 
(Elector) Karl Ph il ipp in Mannhe im and the son was named after him. 

Margrave Fr iedrich offered h im a better place and they moved to 
Bayreuth . I n Bayreu th father Alexander was in i t iated on Nov. 1 6 ,  174 1 ,  
i n  the Schloss Lodge o f  wh ich the Margrave was Grand Master. He was a 
danc- ing-master by profess ion and wanted to educate his son to the 
same career, As a 14 year old boy Karl Philipp played as an extra with 
the Comedy Francaise but hardly two years later he had progressed to 
the ro Ie of "ba llet master " .  

He gave up danc ing in 1749 and was employed as "conducteur" by the 
Depar tment of Court- Build ing . He turned out to have a marked g if t  for 
arch i tec ture and his accomplishments were so sign if icant tha t at the 
age of 19 he was sent to Paris at the expense of the Margrave to stUdy 
architecture. He studied under Jacques Francois Blondel and was well 
instructed in the classical ideas then prevalent. He made a study tour 
through The Netherlands and in 1752 returned to Bayreuth wher� he 
de veloped his own s tyle and created a castle for the Margrave : He was 
appOinted Inspector of the Royal Bu ilding Office and wa� sen t  on a 
study tour of I taly. He re turned to the title of "Capta in-Engineer" 
and became a teacher at the newly founded art school in Bayreuth in 
1761. He designed many bUildings in Bayreu th and following the 
Margrave's death in 1763, he was called to Berl in by K ing Freder ick 
the Great. He practiced his art there for over 30 years and bu ilt 
edif ices such as the Ancients- and Fr iendsh i p Temple in the garden of 
Sans Souci, the Marble Palace, the two ca thedral towers in the 
ISendarme Mar ket and the King's colonnade. He was kn ighted in 1767 by 
the Emperor Joseph II and d ied on Sep t . 23, 1791, in Breslau on h is 
way to a Kurort. 

Shortly before his departure to Paris in 1750 he was initiated in 
'Stadtloge' ('City Lodge'). Since his f ather was a Freemason his youth 
was not seen as an obstacle. During the Winterfestival of St. John the 
Baptist in 1753 , the 'Schlossloge' and the 'Stadtloge' in Bayreuth 
merged into the Lodge 'Zur Sonne'. A roll of this Lodge f rom the year 
1762 men t ions Ph i l ipp Gontard as a Master Mason under Num ber 103. 

-inf ormation and cover provided by Bro. Matthieu Regoor 
in "DE VERLICHTE LOEP", Newsletter of " DE GETAN DE RAND" 
of The Netherlands. 

- 1 067-



NEW ISSUE FOR HENRY FORD 
The Gambia released a sheet let of 12 
stamps and a souvenir sheet depicting 
12 of the cars made by Henry Ford. 
This release salutes the 100th Anni
versary of Ford's first engine, built 
in 1893. Henry Ford is pictured on 
several of the stamps. 

*************************************************** 

GWMSC COVER 
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AmCr1Can Rc¥oluUull 

The GWMSC Annual cover for George 
Washington's Birthday is shown 
here. It is available at a cost of 
$1.50 each from: 

Bro. Paul M. Williams 
2364 Beaver Valley Pike 
New Providence, PA 17560. 

�******************************************%�*****� 

SPECIAL CANCEL FOR GERALD FORD 
Bro. Norm Lincoln has sent in a 
copy of the special cancel used 
at Grand Rapids, MI, on July 14, 
1993, in honor of Bro. Gerald R. 
Ford's 8Qth Birthday. He comments 
that these cancellations were 
heavily inked. 

*******************�******************************* 

PRESIDENT CLINTON - MASON? 
The question was raised in a previous News letter as to Pres. Clinton's 
Masonic affiliations. Ric hard G. Fletcher, PGM, Executive Secretary of 
the Masonic Service Association, informs us that Bill Cl i nton is a 
Senior DeMolay 'but has never joined the Fraternity . 

(One of our more vocal Republican members offers the comment that: 
"membership would do him well and a a stint in the East in a Lodge 
would have better prepared him to serve in the White House". ) 

-1068-



MASONIC COVER FROM SPAIN 
Bro. Juan Sabater Pie, member No. 243, of Ronda Guinardo 28 3Q. 1�, 
08024 Barcelona, Spain, has provided this cover commemorating the 
Exposition "Spanish Masonry:Symbography & Iconography" recently held 
in Salamance, Spain. Copies of the cover can be obtained from him at a 
cost of $3.00 each, postpaid. <The total issue was only 300 copies). 

a-., {Al-
*,)D 

-
"MAIONaiA a,AAoLA. 

1I_1OoIA IICO_U.v." 
--

When Gen. Franco began the Civil War in 1936 against the democratic 
government of the Second Republic, one of his iirst decrees was to 
prohibit the Masonic Craft over the entire national territory. Lodges 
were closed and all Masonic documentation, utensils and regalia were 
confiscated, catalogued and grouped in one official place: The Histor
ical National Archive of Salamanca of Communism and Freemasonry". 
During this period, and up to 1950, persecution was atrocious: many 
brethren were assassinated, others imprisoned - the more fortunate 
were able escape to other countries. Masonic records were destroyed by 
Franco's secret police and Masonic symbols found on gravestones were 
crossed out. Masonry essentially disappeared from Spain for more t han 
50 years and persecution continued until the early 1970s at which time 
Franco declared: "there are not any Masons in Spain now". 

All the material which had been taken to the Historical National 
Archive of Salamanca serves to provide the most important documenta
tion in exis�ence about the Law of Repression against Masonry. At the 
time of the Civil War, there were about 5,000 Brethren in Spain but 
Franco opened up about 80, 000 police filing cards of suspected Free
masons who were interrogated, tortured or pursued. Anyone who had 
liberal ideas, an intellectual tendency or different religious beliefs 
was suspected of being a Mason and a card wa:::; kept on him. Al:3o in � he 
same building is a fabulous collection of Masonic regalia with a com
plete Lodge set up; included are some lay-figures of Masons w i th the 
black hoods on their heads to hide their identity. 

This Archive has been closed to the public for over 50 years with only 
historians allowed to enter for research purposes. In June of this 
year, an important part of the museum was opened to the public for the 
first time to show the treasures and curiosities which are contained 
therein. To commemorate this event, the philatelic group of Salamanca 
and some Spanish Masons prepared this interesting cancellation showing 
an old Past Master's jewel which exists in the museum. 

-article also contributed by Bro. Sabater Pie 
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MASONIC MAXIM CARDS 
Collecting Masonic Maxim Cards is one of the latest "crazes". The 
card, stamp and cancel must all agree. It is quite a challenge to find 
cards which can be said to be Masonic in nature and meet all the 
reqUirements. A few examples are shown here: 

The G. WaShington card is not a true Maxim Card as a pane of stamps 
is used rather than a Single. The Past Master's jewel in Walter 
Williams' portrait is covered. Washington was sworn into the office 
of President in New York with his hand resting on a Masonic Bible so 
the postmark is significant. 

The Bophuthatswana card shows the distinguished first Worshipful 
Master of Quatour Coronati Lodge No. 2076. Can any of our English 
bre·t.hren identify the medals? 

The French Goethe card is another "triple" Maximum Card. Unfortun
ately, the stamp has no Masonic symbols. 

The Grande Orient card was prepared for the stamp so it may not be 
a true maxim. It is slight ly larger than the 4" permi tted. I t has a 
rare Masonic cancel which almost makes it a "triple". 

Antoine De Mailly (1742-1819) was a secretary to Voltaire, member 
of the National Convention in 1792. This is a good example of a 
spec ia 1 cance 1 .  

- article and cards contributed by Bro. Norman Lincoln, 
Member No. 12 of Eaton, OR. 
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The 
No. 

shown 
P.O. Box 

covers 
21, 

EDSEL MASONIC COVERS 
here were published by Bro. Edsel 
36, Hazelwood, MO 63042 and can be 

Hatfield, member 
purchased from him 

RICE, Animal tra.l.oer 19th. century "'or ld �kn.otf'Md ltno O'f 
Clowns,. pl"' •• entld the ft rit tr-aiM4 
elepncr:t oct, lalla Rookh, the � 
walking elapiumt. Ftrst to tratn 
stunted pigs fer dIMn acta, c\r-cus .trono Mn and ct rcu. �,.. i4e:IIIb4r 
HOi.LAJjQ ldo •• • N.Y.C.rosa 

it! 
&crill L.II 

••. ..f� ......... 
� CLYDE BERm 

Aekn�d to be the beet of the Blf Cat tnuner.. 
he ...... the lirat to nux levCnLi UON a. Tlgen In the. 
aame ect. M.M. 10 CRAPTSMAN Ld(. , 521. R.A.M. 
Monroe ChapLer. K.T. o.mucu. Commandcry , 42. 
Noble in twto.� 5hnne Temple DetroJL",1 easet. 

� 
RICHARDDIX 

c,"""" ,d&::� 
--" . 

ALBERT RINGLING, ltingm.uter 
.. Woste,. ShCWl'l'PlOn, his contribution to tn. 
-G,.eot:est: Show --- ... as bri."gi.ni it all 
together, He scheduled and prc:s«tt:u t: .... 
t:lc'ts h the ft"Icst entertaining' uc.it\:-:, 
-o"T'lc!" '11th;' Ie hts brother's I'f,Qnc'Jea "tJ'IC 
relt of the Nut. BARABOO Ldg.l3J. J,. ... r. 
A.A.W.. K. T. 'SSR. EOSlL 

• RICHARD"R El)"SKEL TON. Clown 
Posstbly one of lh<e world's great c1a.n', 
StarUng .i th HAGENBHK , WALLACE ctrcul 
hts life has been devot�d to c1,.,nint. 
Medicine: Show, Minstrel, Show8oGt, 
Vaudeville, Burlesque, radio, Movl_. 
televtsion (lnd finally as an Clrttrt 
reknowne:d for his portrayals of Cl�. 
Rohed in VINCENNES ldg. , 1 IN.Shrt ..... 
At Ma\aUcoh T8IPle. l.A. EDSEL 

TI>o a.e.- Strip. ......., tile SOONER __ latioD 
__ tbetllecaJ- who.�1I:d the 
ruab. "CImmaIon' • movie clepIctIn& the fraDlIc 
rw::e .tarred RlCHARD Doc. who WCIQ. an .� b 
hlo partn:ya!.ofYaneeyCravatIe. Member of 
HENRY S. aoa: Lela. • 4681.A. CA aI)UL 
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CORNERSTONE LAYING TAPE 
The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association advises 
that a video tape will be prepared by Capstone Productions on the 
200th Anniversary re-enactment of the Masonic Cornerstone Ceremony of 
the United States Capitol by George Washington. This ceremony will be 
staged on September 18, 1993 . The video will consist of two parts, on 
the one tape; Part One: The History of the U.S. Capitol's Cornerstone 
and Part Two: The 1993 U.S.Capitol Bicentennial Celebrations. The cost 
is $40. 00, postpaid, ($5. 00 goes to the G. W. K. N. K. A, cited above) and 
can be ordered from Capstone Productions, Inc., 12002 Citrus Grove 
Road, N. Potomac, MD 20878. 

Hopefully, the George Washington Masonic Stamp Club will be commemor
ating this event with a cover. Anyone else? 

�************************************************** 

GRACE COOLIDGE 
A special cancel was provided for the Coolidge Station, Burling�on. 
VT, on July 8 of this year - it honors Grace Coolidge on her death 
anniversary. 

- , � 1\,\ 29 
" ,' 

r.' _ 

Grace Anna Goodhue was bor n in Burlington, V T ,  on Jan. 3, 1879, and 
died in Northampton, MA on July 13, 195 7 .  She married Calvin COOlidge 
on Oct. 4, 1905, and they had two sons: John and Calvin. She was a 
3raduate af the University of Vermont and taught at the School �or �he 
Deaf in Northampton, MA. 

Grace Coolidge was a member of the Order of the Eastern Sta r , Her son 
John was raised in Wyllys Lodge No. 99, West Hartford, CT, on Oc�. 18, 
1944. Calvin Coolidge was not a Mason, 

-article and cover submitted by Bro. Norman Lincoln, 
Member No. 12, Eat on, OH 

1************************************************** 

FRENCH COVER - CORRECT ION 
On page 1058 of the previous issue, a French cover was pictured and 
offered for sale. Unfortunately, when the text was prepared, I must 
have had roy head in a cloud of something. The cover :3hown was not 
prepared for the 20th anniversary of La Rose d'Opale - rather, it was 
prepared for the founding of the Lodge Cordialite located in Bergues, 

near Dunkerque. Bro. Jean-Luc Joing does offer the cancel/cover which 
does fit the text description at the price quoted (the cachet is the 
same, the cancel is different). Both covers are $5.00 each. My 
apologies Bro. Joing. 
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BROTHERS OF THE DIAMOND 
Bro. Christopher L. Murphy has recently published a book titled 

Brothers of the Diamond which deals wit h  Freemasonry and Professional 
Baseball. This 143 page book explores the lives of fifty-four Masonic 
brot hers who have been elect ed to t he National Baseball Hall of Fame. 
A pict ure of each player introduces his biography. The book is soft 
cover and coil bound ; it is an excellent asset for those Masonic 
Philatelists who include baseball players in their collection. 

This 5 1/2" X 8 1/2" book may be obtained for $8. 00 (U.S. or CDN) 
postpaid anywhere in North America ; it will be autographed if request
ed. Personal check or Visa accepted ; order from : Pyramid Publicat ions, 
Dept. 29 1 - 720 6th Street, New Westminister , British Columbia, Canada 
V3L 3C5. 

*************************************************** 

THE MASONIC SPECIALIST 
Bro. Murphy , Member No. 226, published Post age Stamns and. Freemasonrv 
back in 198 8  and followed it up in 1990 with Ma sonic Philat ely which 
he wrote for the Masonic Service Associat ion of the United States. He 
has continued his research - centered on North American Freemasons -
and is now preparing a work entit l ed The Masonic Specialist, ?ostagp. 
Stamps of the United States of America and Cana da. 

This highly detailed work is divided 
into five master sections and will be 
contained in ten volumes (each volume 
a 8 1/2" X 5 1/2" X 1" loose-leaf 
binder ) .  All stamp illustrations are 
85% of actual size so the books can be 
used as stamp albums if :30 desired . 

Book One: More than 1 000 individ
uals covered 

Book Two: Listing of all individ
uals showing their 
fieldCs) of acclaim 

Book Three: Alphabetical chart 
listing all Freemasons 
cited showing their 
Masonic affiliations 

Book Four: Alphabetical reference 
list of all subjects 
ment ioned in the MSC of 
NY publication The 
Masonic Philatelist . 

Book Five: Complete " keys" to 
Group stamps 

• 

BOOK ONE· SUBJECTS 

Primary Stamp: 

Country: Canada 
Scott No . •  318 
Year. 1952 Type: Definitive 
luue: Prime Ministen 
Designer. Nor indicated 
MP aas" Class II 
Anworlc: Not indicated 
Design: Sir John Joseph Caldwell Abbott 

Suondary Stamp(s): None 

IJ 

• Stamp Facu: Abbon served as Canada's founh prime 
minister (1891-1892). He penonally professed a hatred for 
politics but put his feelings aside to lead his coumry. In his 
earlier career, while serving as a member of parliament. 
one of Abbott's confidential clerics Stole and revealed 
evidence that brought about the fall of the his government. 
(the Macdonald government). Abbott retired from politics 
for six years after this incident. One of Abbor{S' main 
accomplishments in office was the organization of the uade 
and commerce department 

AdJ/iJiQ1Ull Masonic Informatioll: The stated lodge was on 
the English Register in Montreal. Quebec. Canada. Abbou 
was initiated January 26. 1847. passed March 9 and re
ceived his Master Mason', degree April 13 of the same • year. He retired from this lodge on May 9 of the following 
year and then rejoined on January 8. 1856. He retired per
manently on August 12, 1859. 

This work will be provided in ten installments of 100- 300 pages per 
installment over a three year period. Installment one <all subjects 
wit h  last name beginning wit h  "A" and " B") is now available. The price 
is $20. 00 per installment (U.S. must pay in U.S. funds, Canadians pay 

in Canadian funds). Postage, packaging, handling included anywhere in 
North America; others add $5.00 for postage. Ordering address is the 
same as cited above for the Baseball book. 
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ISRAEL SPECIAL CANCEL 
There has been no stamp of Israel dedicated to Free
masonry. However, Israel Postal Authorities have 
honored the Craft by issuing commemorative postmarks 
on five occasions. Four of these have been highlight 

ed in var ious art ic les, the 5th is shown here. I t was 
issued on the occasion of the Consecration of the 

Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of 
Israel. This event took place in the Halls of the 
Y.M.H.A. in J erusalem on April 29, 1969. 

29.�.69 
ll"n'tIJ1I""Cntn'tntn 

".....",..." 
5oJ!nmo Gt>nd RA. 
Chap&er of the State 
oIlsrMi 
Jerusalem Ol}tm:t 

October 1993 will mark the 40th Anniversary of the Consecration of the 
Grand Lodge of the State of Israel. There will be a special meeting 
held in conjunction with this event in which brethren will participate 
along with their wives and important polit i ca l personnages including 
the president of the State of Israel. For this occasion the Grand 
Lodge will issue a special cover and the Israel Postal Authorities are 
going to prepare a commemorative postmark. A copy of t.he proposed 
cover is shown here; it; is possib le that the logo of the 40th Anniver
sary will be printed on the envelope. The stamp to be used is the 0.80 
shegel <80 agourst) stamp of the archeology in Israel set issued in 
June 1989; the tab of the stamp depicts the hammer and the chisel, two 
of the tools of our Craft. 

Bro. Joseph AshkenaZi. Member No. 330, P. O. Box 4670, Ha i f a . Israel. 
is qUite willing to be able to obtain these upcoming covers and would 
make them available to us. He prefers to use a sing le point of contact 
here in the U.S. so I will be wi l ling to be t hat point of contact. Any 
member interested in acquiring this cover, please contact the Editor 
at the address on the masthead. 

- article and cover copies provided by Bro. J oseph Ashkenaz i 
*************************************************** 

Cover prepared by Bro. Stanley 
Longenecker on the occasion of 
the dedication of the Friend to 
Friend Masonic Memorial Monument 
at Gettysburg on Aug. 21, 1993. 
Did anyone prepare a Masonic 
Cacheted Cover for this event? 
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BRO. JAMES GRANT AND THE GRANTSBORORO POST OFF ICE 
Many of us have used Scott 645, Washington Praying in the snow at 
Valley Forge, to illustrate a point about the Craft and the nation's 
first preSident. A more direct tie to the Craft exists to the scene, 
and one with a postal history aspect. According to Dr. Miller McDonald 
(ref. 1) Sergeant James Grant, Washington's orderly, followed him into 

the woods around Valley Forge. Grant saw Washington kneel in the snow 
and begin to pray to his Creator for the necessities to feed and 
clothe his hungry, ragged troops. Soon enough, provisions arrived, 

ameliorating to some degree the suffering of the troops. 

James Grant, of Old Saybrook, CT, joined the Continentals at Bunker 
Hill and served until Yorktown. After the War, he migrated to Nort h 
Carolina where he met Stockley Donelson, the great land speculator and 
brother-in-law to Andrew Jackson, later Tennessee's Grand Master. 
Donelson employed Grant as one of the surveyors of the 200,000 acre 
Henderson and Company land grant. Later, Jackson would prosecute h is 
brother-in-law's associates for land fraud related to selling claims 
in the Henderson Tract. 

Grant became employed by George Roulstone, printer of the Knoxville 
Gazette and first postmaster of Knoxville, TN. (ref. 2) He may have 
ridden post as McDonald indicates he carried the letter to the Indian 
Commissioner at Tellico blockhouse that was forwarded to Washington 
that implicated Sen. William Blount; Blount was impeached and removed, 
the first US official to do so. 

The first indicat ion of Masonic act i vi ty in the Old Southwest Tel-ri

tory is a notice in the Gazette (ref. 3) but the first Lodge was 
warranted on Nov. 30, 1800, with John Sevier, governor, as Worshi pf ul 
Master, and James Grant as Senior Warden <references seem to vary: the 
Lodge was located either at Nashville or Knoxville, under the author
ity of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina). The Special Collections of 
the University of Tennessee Library holds a letter dated June 12, 
1796, from Washington to Grant. With the letter, Washington sent Grant 
a silver disk inscribed with the Square, Compasses, Columns and other 

-' emblems of the Craft (above). There is no indication of Grant's Mother 
Lodge and it may well have been the American Union Military Lodge. 

In Dec. 1798 the Tennessee Legislature granted a charter to James 
Grant and others to locate a town at the confluence of the Powell and 
Clinch rivers. Grant reputedly was influenced by the layout of 
Philadelphia in laying out Grantsborough with the streets named Front, 
Vine, Chestnut and Main. Grant participated in the formation of 
Campbell County, Tennessee, in 1806 and served as clerk of the court, 
1806-1810. He died at Grantsborough on Jan. 31, 1824, in his 71st 
year. His last words were of "The General", George Washington. 
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BRO. JAMES GRANT (CONTD) 
Grantsboro received a post office on 
May 18, 1839, with James Hamilton 
Grant, the elder Grant's son, as post
master. This office was discontinued 
on July 25, 1856. A post office was 
reestablished at Grantsboro on Dec. 26, 
1882, and renamed Agee, for James H. 
Agee, a state senator and father of 
Nobel laureate novelist James Agee. 
This office was discontinued on Jan. 
3 1, 1917, with postal service provided 
from nearby LaFollette. 

The post office building at Agee was 
built as the home of Stooksbury Lodge 
No. 602, warranted April 2, 1898. This 
sufficed until the Lodge constructed a 
new home in 192 1. I n  1935 the Tennessee 
Valley Authority purchased the site, the 
Lodge was moved to higher ground and the 
location was inundated by Norris Lake. 

Ref. 1 Miller McDonald, Campbell County 
Tennessee USA, LaFollette, TN, �;: . -, 

1993, pp. 108- 1 1 1. �; <�" 
Ref. 2 Roulstone operated a private post .------___ iiiiiiiiiiii 

beginning in 1792. In 1794 he was 
appointed postmaster of Knoxv-ille. 
Paul J. Phillips, "Never a Safe 
Road: Postal Communications in the 

Agee Post Office and 
Stooksbury Lodge, c.1913 

Old Southwest Territory", Collectors Club Philatelist, vol. 70, 
no. 6, Nov. 1991. 

Ref. 3 Knoxville Gazette, Aug. 25, 1792, vol. 1, no. 22: "A meeting of 
Free Masons will be held at my house. T. Arthur Jefferson." 

article and illustrations contributed by Bro. Gene Fricks, 
member no. 224 of Clementon, NJ 

*************************************************** 

I SRAEL MASONIC COVER 
The I srael cover identiflea In the previous hewsletter has now been 
received. Shown here, it is available from your Editor at a cost of 
$6.00 each. 

19S3m1993 
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COVERS 8Y ELMER NFLSON 
Bro. Elmer Nelson, an acquaintance of Bro. Grahame West and soon to be 
member of our Unit, has been producing some Masonic Cacheted Covers -
he is a part time cover dealer. Shown here, they are of a low quantity 
issue (25). I have no details on their cost but he can be contacted 
at: 4220 Oak Hill Rd. , Evansville, IL 47711. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, PRIm'ER, 
FIRST POSI>1ASTER GENERAL 

ST. JOliN'S l.JXlGE, PII[LI\DELPJlIA, 1731 
GRAND MASTrn or PENNSYLVNHA, 1734 
t>\ASTER, LODGE OF NINE S[�r PI\IHS 

"mE = OF ALLEXiIANCE TO "mE FIAG 

FRANCIS J. BELLAMY, AtJrnOR 
MEMBER LITn.E FALLS = #181 
LlTI'LE FALLS, NEW YORK 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

OIARLES AUQJS'ruS LINDBERGH 
HAIL PIIDr-PICNEER AVIATOR 

KEYS'l'alE LClI:XiE #243, ST. LCXJIS, t-D 
EE JUNE 9; Fe c:cr 20; r-i1 DOC 15, 1926 

Bre George \-lashington Laid Cornerstone 
of the u.s. capitol September 18, 1793 

Ni·l Claude H Harris Sr and Alexander 
t-lashington Lodge 22 re:..enacted the 
laying of the Cornerstone 9/18/1993 

FIRST DAY Of ISSUE 

*************************************************** 

MASONIC SEALS 
Bro. Alan R. P. Goldingj of Peterboroughj Ontarioj Canadaj has 
forwarded an illustration of some Masonic labels apparently available 
from the Province of Mani toba. He doe!::; not provide any procurement 
details. He also sends a peel and self-stick seal from Ontario . 
. . .... . . . -.. .  _-..... . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _ - _  . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

= ..... -_. - � m�£�w : I 

"""�,� 

To Elljoy Life & 

: . 1.' 

1 q· " 
." fa�lkilld 

. . _li � ? , 
- . . _ . _ -- - - -.. _---_.--- . .  _ .  __ . _ .-.---- -------------------------- .. - - - ----_._-_ .. _ - - - - -

........ ... . . .. ........ 

Bro. Sid Mart in illustrates some We!::;tern Austral ia seals in his latest 
Australian Masonic Philatelic Study Group Newsletter. They are avail
able in sheets of 30 for US$5. 00 (incl P&P) from Bro. David Sheardj 73 
Nannatee Way, Wanneroo, Western Australia 6065. 

people helping people FREEM,oSONRY TOD6Y 
- 1 08 1 -



CFCIL BLOUNT DEMILLE 
Bro. Cecil Blount DeMille is shown on a new issue from Guyana. 

Cecil B. DeMille wa!3 born Aug. 12, 1881, in Ashfield, MA, and died 
Jan. 21, 1959, in Hollywood. He att ended Pennsylvania Military College 
and the American Academy of Dramatic Arts. After a successful career 
as an act or and playwright (Alice of Old Vincennes, The Warrens of 

Virginia) he began directing films in Hollywood with Je!3Se Lasky and 
Sam GOldwyn. The first of these was "The Squaw Man" 1913 with Dustin 
Farnham. Other silent films included: "Carmen" 1915 with Geraldine 
Farrar, "The Cheat" 1915 with Sessue Hayakawa, "The Lit t le American" 
1917 with Mary Pickford, "Male and Female" 1919 with Gloria SWan!30n, 
"The Ten Commandments" 1923 with Theodore Robert s and "The King of 
Kings"" 1926 with H. B. Warner. In 1902 he married actress COn!3tance 
Adams and they had one daught er, Cecelia. He owned t he Mercury 
Aviation Company from 1918 to 1923 which was the first commercial 
airline. From 1936 to 1945 he hosted Lux Radio Theatre. His sound 
films started wi th "Dynami te" in 1929 and ran through to "The Grea te:3t 
Show on Earth" in 1951 and "The Ten Commandments" in 1956. 

Bro. DeMille was a member of Prince of Orange Lodge No. 16, New York, 
and Al Malaikah Shrine, Los Angeles. 

-article contributed by Bro. Norm Lincoln, member 
no. 12 of Eaton, OH 

*************************************************** 

NEW ISSUES HIGHLIGHTFD 
Bro. Thomas C. Ehlers, member no. 118 of Spokane, WA, offers the 
following comments on recent new issues - some of which have been 
illustrated in previous issues of this Newsletter. 

On page 1032 t here is a block of Guyana stamps that show Che:=,ter 
Conklin on a movie poster. the !3tamp immediately above the Conklin 
stamp shows Richard Dix on the Cimarron poster. Bro. Di x (Erne:=:t 
Cal'l ton Brimmer) waas featured on page 913 of the Newsletter on a 
cover by Edse I. 

Also in the same series is a poster of the movie "A Sainted Devil" 
which bears the name, upon close inspection, of Bro. Adolph ZlJkor 
of Centennial Lodge No. 763 of New York City. The $8. 90 value of 

that series shows Bro. Tom Mix. 

In 1986 Gambia issued a set of stamps showing 
famous immig-rants and the St atue of Liberty. 
The 20b value shows Bro. John Jacob Ast or, 
financier and founder of t he town of Ast oria, 
Oregon. He was one of t he first members of 
Holland Lodge No. 8, New York City, and served 
as Worshipful Master in 1788. He was Grand 
Treasurer of The Grand Lodge of New York from 
1798 t o  1801 and served as Junior Grand Warden 
pro tem on two occasions in 1798 and 1801. For 
a t ime he was Secretary of a Commandery that met 
in Holland Lodge room at 66 Liberty St., New York City. 
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PAUl ROBESON 
Pau l Robeson, pictured on a new issue from Guyana, was born in 
Princeton, NJ , Apri l 9, 1898 . He earned a BA at Rutgers where he was a 
Phi Beta Kappa and received 15 varsity l etters in t rac k , base ba l l ,  
basketba l l  and footba l l . He was se l ected an A l l - American at end by 
Wa l ter Camp. After receiving an L L B  from Co l umbia he passed the bar 
exam but decided to go into acting. He starred in two p l ays by Eugene 
O ' Ne i l l " A l l God's Chi l dren Got Wings" 1924 and "The Empe ror J o ne s" 
1925. He recorded many spiritua l s  for Victor Records and appeared in 
f i l ms such as "Showboat" 1936, " Sanders of the River" 1935 and " K i ng 
So l omon ' s  Mines" 193 7. I n  1943 he was acc l aimed for his performanc e  as 
"Ote l l o". He died in 197 6 . 

Bro. Robeson was made a Prince Ha l l  Mason " at sight" . 
-artic l e  provided by Bro. Norm Linco l n ,  member no . 12 

of Eaton, OH 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I n conj unction with the bCf�������q�� ��I NT I N
r
G ______________

_ ... 
the l aying of the cornerstone of the 
Unit ed States Capito l in Masonic cere 
monies on Sept . 18, 1793, the Supreme 
Counci l ,  33 deg , S. J. , commissioned Bro. 
J ohn Me l ius to execute an origina l oi l 
painting of the 1793 ceremony. The orig
ina l wi l l  remain in the permanent co l l 
ect i on of the House of the Temp l e  in 
Washington, DC, internationa l headquart
ers of the Scottish Rit e, S . J .  Art prints 
from the origina l ( measuring 1 9" x 30" -
image ) are avai l ab l e  in a l imited edition 
signed and numbered by the artist ; the cost 
i s  $195. 00 framed and $ 1 00. 00 unframed . 
Requests shou ld be sent to The Supreme 
Counci l ,  33, 1733 Sixteenth St. , NW, 
WaShington, DC 20009 . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

�HA:R:OL�O�L=LrO
Y�D

� ____ �====�� ____ � Bro . Norm Linco ln has forwarded a 0 · · .., 

copy of a specia l cance l app l ied MOVIEMAKlNG' REMEMB, . · . ·' '; US.l,29 HAROLD LLOYD, 1893 _ ::: ...... . _ ! d')) . 
at Long Beach , CA, on Aug. 14, 1993 � :; ! �_ 
for Moviemaking and to honor Bro . g- : : ' . 
Haro l d  L l oyd (1893- 1993 ) .  This star 
of sil ent fi l ms went on to be a movie 
producer ;  he starred in more than 250 
comedies . Bro. L l oyd was initiated in 
A l exander Hami l ton Lodge No. 535 of 
Ho l l ywood in 1925 . I n  1949 he was 
e l ected I mperia l Potentate of the 
Shrine for North America. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
The Winter 1 993 issue of the I nternationa l DeMo l ay A l umni Association 
News l etter states that Pres . Wi l liam C l inton j oined Hot Springs 
Chapter , Order of DeMo l ay, in Arkansas in 1961 . He l e arned the F l ower 
Ta l k  as we l l  as his assigned ritua l .  He received the Legion of Honor 
in 1979 and was inducted into the De Mo l ay Ha l l  of Fame in 1988 . 
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S I R  JOHN QUICK COVFR 
On J uly 30, 1 993, the Austral i a  
Post i ssued a pre-stamped envelope 
i n  assoc i at i on w i th the "Corowa 
Federat i on Conference" wh i ch bears 
the l ikeness of one of Austral i a's 
lead i ng Barr i sters - Bro. S i r  John 
Qu i ck. Bro. Ern ie Stermole prepared 
a cachet on behalf of the Mason i c  
Ph i l atel i c  Soc iety of V i ctor i a  -
i nformat i on on i t s purchase should 
be ava i lable from Bro. Stermole at : 
1 2  Radford Court ,  Hoppers Cross i ng, 
V i ctor i a  3 029, Austral i a. 

( 

C(mnR(NCC tilt: LCG/SL.1TURC of f:llch 

CUNI'CNn(JN or CONrC/U:NCC to 

n FlflrRA'- CONSTITUTION for ����J 
or "'("(lSHrt: if be SUIIAflTTCO .. 

,,,,,, COLON>. " �AU""' " 
-J. , ... I " J 
c ....... NSIV UU 

The Corowa Conference was an i mportant landmark i n  the Austra l ian 
Federat i on movement and wa:3 held in the New South Wale:3 town of tha t 
name. From as early as the 1850s people had been suggest i ng t ha t  t he 
Austral i an colon ies form a federa t i on and the momentum gathered o v e r  
the next 30 years enabled Sir Henry Parkes to move to est abl i s h a 
Federal Counc i l  at the 1 8 80 I ntercolon i al Con ference. I n  Aug . 1 8 93 , 7 2  
delegates attended a conference a t  the town of Corowa on the New South 
Wales s i de of the R i ver Murray - symbol i c  because the Murray was t he 
border between the two most populous colon i es. Dur i ng th i s  conf erence 
Dr . Qu i ck, a found i ng member of the Austral i an Nat i ves Assoc i a t i on, 
set the tone for a further ser i es of conferences wh i ch led to Federa
t i on i n  1901. He d i ed on June 17 , 1932. 

Bro . John Qu i ck aff i l i ated w i th Zen i th Lodge No. 52 , V i ctoria 
Con:3t i tut i on ,  in Bend i go. Th i s  Lodge wa:3 formerly J udah Lodge No . :3 8 8 , 
Scott i sh Const i tut i on. He was i nvested as J un i or Warden on J une 3 0 , 
1897, Sen ior Warden on July 29 , 1 898, and i n:3talled as Ma:3 t e r  on J une 
28 , 1899. 

-art i cle extracted from The Austral i a  Mason i c  P h i l a t e l i c 
Study Group Newsletter 

* ********************************************* * **** 

FRENCH/RELGIAN COVER 
Bro. Jean- Luc Jo ing, member no. 336 of 46 , rue E. Dolet , 5 9 4 3 0  St . 

Pol/Mer, France, i s  of fer i ng the cover i llustrated here for a cost of 
$5. 00 ea . The stamp and cancel commemorate the 150th Ann i versary o f  
"L ' Un i on des Anci ens Etud i ants de L ' Un i vers i te L i bre de Bruxelles" . 
The cachet bears several Mason i c  symbols . Bro. Jo i ng also has many 
un i que , rare early postally used covers , letters and postal cards 
ava ilable for sale - contact h im for deta i ls .  

l� 

m J.'. e.:. 
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Bro. Archie Bruce, an acquaintance of Bro . Frank E l l iott , member no. 
1 24 of Be l fast, No . I reland, has provided a very interesting cover and 
some Masonic hi'3tory regarding t he Chapt e r  featured on the cover and 
the stamps used for franking. 

RORERT RURNS AND FREEMASONRY 
Ayrshire in genera l and Ki l winning in particu l ar have p l a ye d  a ma j or 
part i n  the deve l opment of Freemasonry both in Scot land and a broa d . 
Daughter Lodges of Ki l winning combined that name with their own . 
Tarbo l ton Ki l winning Lodge was warranted in 1 7 7 1 f or the sum of One 
Merk Scots but by 1 773 there existed differences of opinions amongst 
the brethren which l ed to a group breaking away f rom their Mother 
Lodge. Twenty brethren l ed by Sir Thomas Wa l l ace , Bart, petitioned the 
G r and L odge of Scot l and for a Charter which wa'3 granted on Feb. 26, 
1 773, as Lodge St . David No . 1 7 4  on the G .  L. Ro l l . The remaining 
members o f  the origina l Lodge affi l iated with Grand Lodge on May 2 7 , 
1 7 7 4  becoming St. J ames Tarbo l ton Ki l winning No . 1 7 8. 

I n  1 7 8 1 t he mi nut e book ke pt by Lodge St. David revea l s  the two 
Tarbo l ton L odges effected a " junchen" . This union came into e f f e c t  on 
J une 2 5, 1 7 8 1 ,  and retained the name of St. David which was o l der by 
charter and ignored the fact that Lodge St . James was by f ar the 
senior. This decision , by ac cident or design, prepared the way for 
dissention among the brethren . 

Nine days after the " junchen" Robert Burns was entered as a me mbe r of 
the combined Lodge St . David. This Lodge mi nut e for Ju l y  4, 17 8 1 , 
mere l y  states that " Robert Burns of Lochly was entered as Appre nt i ce " . 
His entry fee of 1 2s 6d was pa i d  on the '3ame date . The n e x t  me e t  i ng o f  
the Lodge was Oct. 1 ,  178 1, and Robert trave l l ed the 12 mi l es from 
I rvine for it. The i mpor t a nce of this meet ing for Robert i'3 revea l ed 
i n  the minute book. " Robert Burns in Loch l y  was Passed and Raised, 
Henry Cowan being Master , J ames Humphrey Senior Warden and A l e x  Smit h 
Junior Warden, Robert Wodrow Secretary and James Manson , Treasurer a n d  
John Tannoch Ty ler a n d  others of t he bret hren being present. " 

Robert Wodrow, the Lodge Secretary, p l ayed a ma j or part in t he break 
up of the combined Lodge . He and Manson had been l e ad i ng members o f  
the o l der St. James Lodge and had been unhappy at the l oss of t hat 
name to the ga i n i ng of St . Dav i d .  

The L odge me t in one of the rooms of the pub l i c  house kept b y  J ohn 
Richards . Bro . R i c hards kept t he Char t e r  Che s t  o f  t he L odge which 
i nc l uded t h e  mi nut e  books , a rc h i ve s  a nd o t h e r  be l ong i ngs . One evening 
Wodr ow and Capt . J ame s Mont gome r i e c a l l e d  on J o hn R i c ha rds , sent h i m  
o f f  t o  Mans o n ' s  I nn on s o me pre text e r r a nd , and i n  his absence removed 
the e f f e c t s  of L odge St . J a me s f r om t he chest pr i or to his return. 
Proceedings at Ayr Sher i f f  C o u r t  f o l l owe d and the matter was fina l l y  
re f e r re d  t o  Grand L odge i n  Ed i nburgh . The G rand Commi t t e e  o rd e re d  
Wodr o w  t o  re t ur n  t he prope r t y  b u t  he re f use d . F i na l l y ,  Sher i f f  Wal l ace 
r u l e d  t ha t  a s  t ?e Un i o n was vo l un t a r y  s o  c o u l d  t he s e parat i o n be. The 
St . James M i nut e B o o k  c o nt a i ns the entry " T orbo l t on J une 1 7 ,  1782, St . 
J ame s L odge me t upon t he s a me f o ot i ng as i t  was before the j unction , 
J ames Mon t g o me r i e , GR . MR f or t he night . "  

Robe r t  Burns f o l l owed t he s e c e d e r s  but not unti l Ju l y  2 7 , 1 7 8 4 , does 
his name feature in the minutes. At that meeting held in Manson ' s  I nn, 
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ROBERT BURNS AND FREFMASONRY ( CONTD ) 
t o  where the Lodge had moved , he was elec t ed Depute Master of St. 
James. The Minute Book conta i ns three minutes in Robert ' s  handwr i t i ng 
beg i nning with the meeting of Sept .  1 ,  1 7 8 4 .  Twenty nine Minut es were 
signed by Robert i n  his capac i t y as Depute Master and they are of 
part icular int erest pinpo i nting t he dat e at wh i ch he changed the 
spell i ng of h i s  surname. Pr i or t o  March 1, 1786, they are !3igned " Robt 
Burness" but o n  that date h i s  brother Gilbert got his Second and Th i rd 
Degrees in the Lodge and both signed " Burns" . 

The minutes for t he meeting of Canongate Kilwinning Lodge No . 2 on 
Feb. 1 ,  1787 , record that Robert Burns was ent ered as an apprent i ce . 
" The RWM hav i ng observed that Bro. Burns was at present i n  the Lodg e , 
who is well known as a great Poet i c  Wr i t er , and for a lat e pub l i c a t i on 
of h i s  works , which had been un i versa l ly commended , submit t e d  t hat he 
should be a:3:3igned a Membe r of th i s  Lodge, which wa:3 unan i mously 
agreed to and he was assumed accord i ng l y. " 

On May 19, 1787, the records of St. Ebbe ' s  Lodge, Eyemouth , show t ha t : 
" At a General Encapment held t his day the following bre thre n  we re made 
Royal Arch Masons name ly, Rober t  Bur ns from the Lodge of St. . J  ame :3 
Tarbolton , Ayrshire and Robert A i nslie from t he Lodge of St. Luke ' s, 
Edinburgh. Robert A i nslie paid one guinea admiss i on dues but on 
account of Robert Burns rema r kab l e  poet i cal geniUS , t he Encapme nt 
unan i mously agreed to admit him grat is and cons i dered themse lve!3 
honoured by having a man of such sh i ning abilit ies for one of t he i r  
Compan i ons. " 

Very lit t le is known of Rober t ' s  Masonic ac t ivities aft er he l e f t 
Ayrshire . I t  is recorde d that he j oined the St . Andrews Lodge , 
Dumfr i es on Dec. 27, 17 9 1  and was e l ec t ed Senior Warden on Nov . 3 0 , 
1 79 2. Throughout his l i fe he suffe red from i ll health but he wa s we l l  
e nough t o  at tend St. Andrews Lodge on Jan. 28, 1 7 96 and aga i n  on Apr i l 
14 , 1796. He died on .J uly 2 1 ,  1796. 

Rober t  Burns was t he first Scot sman to be feat ured on a Bri t i sh s t amp 
as well as t he f i r:3t Scot t ish Freemason and Royal Arch Freemason . 

This cover commemorat es t he 250th Anniversary of Stir l i ng Rock Royal 
Arch Chapter No . 2, Stir l ing. The first Minute of the i n i t ial St i rl i ng 
Masonic organization was recorded on J u l y  30t h ,  174 3 :  " Which day t he 
Lodge of Stir l i ng Ki l willning being met in the Brother Hutchinson ' :3 
House , and being petitioned by Mungo Nico l , Shoemaker and Brother 
James Mc Ewa n , St udent of Divinity at Stir l ing , and being found qual i 
fied , t hey were admi t t ed Roya l Arch Masons o f  t his Lodge, having paid 
t heir dues t o  the Treasurer. John Ca l lendar , RWW' 
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The Lodge of Stir l ing Ki l winning st i l l exists t oday as Lodge Anc i ent 
Stir l ing No. 30 on t he Ro l l of the Grand Lodge of Scot l and and meets 
in the Masonic Temp l e , Forth Street ,  Stir l ing . Stir l ing Rock Roya l 
Arch Chapter No. 2 hold t heir meetings in t he above Temp l e  and retain 
strong l inks with Lodge Ancient Stir l ing No. 3 0. 

THOMAS TELFORD AND FREEMASONRY 
The st amp commorating the 200th Anniversary of the Grand Union Cana l 
used on this cover a l so has some Ma:30nic app l icabi l i t y .  One of the 
most f amous of cana l bui l ders was the Scot sman Thomas Te l f ord and in 
his biography it is stated that i n  the ear l y  1 8 0 0s he was a s s o c i a t e d  
with the Grand Union Cana l ; no det ai l s  are of f ered. 

Thomas Te lford was an apprent i ce :3t one :rna :30n in Langhorn and hi:3 
Mason's Mark can sti l l be seen on t he bridge he he l ped to bu i l d ove r 
the River Esk. He moved t o  London in 1 7 8 2  then on to Portsmouth wher e , 
on Dec. 17, 1784, at the age of 26, he was made a Freemason in t he 
Lodge at the Three Tuns. This Lodge was warranted in 1 72 4  and f i r s t  
met at t he East I ndia Arms, Gosport. I t was lat er named Lodge of 
Antiqui t y  but did not survive and eight of its members, inc l uding 
Te l f ord, peti tioned to f orm a new Lodge to be named Phoenix so t ha t  
" We might rise again from the ashes of our Lodge to become worthy 
Masons" . Phoenix Lodge, now No. 257 , was warrant ed in 1 7 8 6  and he l d  
its f irst meet ing at the George I nn, Port smouth in that :3ame year. I n  
a l et ter t o  a f riend Te l f ord wrote " I  am t aking a great de l ight in 
Freemasonry and am about t o  have a Lodge room at the George I nn f i t t ed 
up af t er my own p l ans and under my direc tion" . 

Te l f ord l ater went t o  Shrewsbury where he wa:3 one o f  t he f i r :=: t j o i n i ng 
members of Sa l opian Lodge now No. 262 . This Lodge was constit uted i n  
1 7 8 8  b y  Maj or Char les Shirref f ,  a st rong adherent t o  the ant i ent s 
rit ua l , under t he premier Grand Lodge but it used some antient 
pract ices such as the of f ices of Deacon and t he observance of b o t h  
Festiva l s  of St . John . His name is commemorated by Thomas Te l ford 
Lodge No. 8029, Wo l verhampt on and i t s Roya l Arch Chapt er. 

The cover shown is avai l able from Archie Bruce, 74 Bannockburn Road, 
Stir l ing FK7 O BT, Scot l and, at a cost of 1 0 . 0 0  pounds p l us 1 . 5 0 pound 
' St er ling ' f or postage and hand l ing. Another version with on l y  t he t wo 
signat ures on the lef t is availab l e  for 5. 0 0  pounds. Payment shou ld be 
made t o  " Stirling R . A. C. No . 2 "  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

WEST MASON I C  COVER 
Bro. Grahame West prepared a cover 
to capt ure t he spec i a l  cancel f or 
t he 1 0 0t h  Anniversary of W i t ham 
Lodge 2 9 7 , Linco l n .  

- 1 0 8 7 -

THE MASONIC PHILATELIC CLUB 
OF GREAT BRITAIN 



EDSEL MASON I C  COVERS 
Another exce l l ent se l ect i on of Mas o n i c  Cac heted Covers produ c e d  by 
Bro. Edsel Hatf ield is shown here. In f ormation on their purchase i:3 
avai l ab l e  from him at P . O .  Box 36, Ha z e l wood, MO 63042. 

Portrait of JEROME KERlI 
by GEORr:K GERSWIII, 1937 

• <,\\'lG / O�: 
�;- r.,.IAY ' :::; 

3 1 ("' FIRsr DAY OF ISSUE 

JESSE G .  ,JOHNSON. ADM. U.S.N. 
��:o: ... r ','m" rr ,,( I h,. r:ll, 1<" ' ;I I:'III"II'''I1AI on Hunter kUler 
dilly 111 th .. North " :I<'lrh- ",1"'11 II " " p t l l rt'tl the German 
tJ hO;l' ... 1 1:. I l l !;"  I. flit, nfl" �"dl ,'" ,wh"loli to . sub 
1111111 .\I ,'-I In flHFJ\I'I,FY L.t/! '; '� hrk!ite1on 0"1.1. 
:12rt.-,: .... ,\�f.( /If Khrdt ..... �"rltl" III ,'J"rfnik v .... £DSEL 

MARK CLARK. Lt . .  Gen. 
After :\.frka �:i<c- ga .... ·e h:m c:::::m::.ar..:I. cfthe 5th. 
Anny whkh u,,-a, �o t" ..,:adc !:a;-y", 0:1 &epC, 9ti: !943 
the usualt '�. tttAd� nn SL:er..r.:. Probably the 
toughe5t bench-ad �nde In �L�:-':'::;.e. Rai.5ed in 
MYSTTC TeE l/.Ig. , 3g8 lr.cHanap:iU3 ['0, 1929. t.au--.
.AdlU. "",!.h HANCOCK Ldg. Ii l i n. L.'!9.v�nwol"t .. 'l l\!j. 
33 de,. ASSR . .  In 1954 the 5upro:me Co\.lncU ASSR 
a�"!'d him the �1edol 

ARTHUR St.CLAIR, Maj.Gen. 
Established Fort Recovery while opnaU"I against the indiam and sulfet'fti his grettnt 
defeat there, among l1W1y. A bnlYe, loyal. and since� man of unquestioned worth.. M 

WAIl unlucky as. General. Chatter Member 
of NOVA CAESAREA HARMONY Ldg. '2 
Cincinna� EIJ6B. 

- 1088-

���. � --�f''''' 
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(" 31  Co FIRST DAY OF ISSUE �:;,' \ 1993 
� --------

ROBERT C .McDDNRLD. Brig. Gen.  
�� �1.V p���t���G� �.;:�.�'1;i�.�i�;��oO� �s/�:!�se��. 
Army, Jrd. So:rv. command & commandlng officer 
of tho: Army g�n'!ral HospItal. Member HANCOCK 
Ldg. :I 31 I. Ft. �a"',:n ..... onh KS EDSEl. 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

WILLYS ·OVERU\.o.'1D cOf'-�'lny built the JEEP. 
wtuch was the prot(")t!'r..: (or aU 1/4  ton veh. made 
iOr the Servk:e.'J durll1G w\v il WWy li Joe: had a 
iove ai!a1r wtth the veEP and It \>;83 the subject of 
many of the cartoonl5. MO$� not.abty when the SiU"g. 
put a 45 ca.l. :dug i...:�to th� :-ari1accr oi their loyal 
expirtDg steed (JEEP) ' .. l,'!LL yS v.-aa a M.M. 10 
BARTON SMI7H Ldg. N 6 1 3  To><rlo OH 
32 dog. ASSR NJ EC3ID. 

� �  
CHAl\LES A. UND.DE.l\GH 

FtNlIy � wt� Iris U __ _  • "- ,� by 
tN lIO'Ul se/"'rice .. 41 . ..  -..d Ie# . ... ,1_ .N 
.. ., � , �, ,\ ... .... wt. ..... � ... 
swori_ ,1_ c� ,"" ,,� ""' to  __ tM 
.... 1 9C' �. Fll'St _I_ n.1.� .1 the .lt1&nttc . ... 
Ycri:; hi Pwi, I." 19Z7, "..1 01 *-" .lect,tMt. N,N. t. 
teystall l� ., ZO, St Lans M:J, 0...1 n IIIJttanal 
Sojour'lwrs,St lcwts,M:J kiots 01 S. ot." u. mm. 

�"'-.. 
JOE E. BROWN, Comedian 

In a career replete wtth oubttand:.ng performance" 
none compared wtth hl" characterization of the 
Captain In th� movIe SHOWBOAT. Along with Bro. 
JEROME KERN'S musiC It was memorable 1BIe. 
M.M. In RUBICON Ldg . .<237. aloo Shrum In 
AI Malalkah Shrine LA EDSEL 




